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IS IT TOO LATE TO CHVNGE THE TIMELINE? g
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Science fiction has allowed us to imagine
what it might be like to jump forward or
backward in time, or to even experience
the flow of time in the other direction.

If we could know the terrible things coming,
the story typically goes, then we could
avoid it and change things for the better.
The threat of nuclear war, the climate
apocalypse, pandemics, robots taking over.
So, like, the last few years.

A lot of the world-changing technology
promised over the decades has finally
arrived: social media, drones, self-driving
cars, delivery apps, and Al tools that can
spit out a painting, song, or term paper in
seconds. So far, the vision for how all these
things will be used runs from boring to
bleak. They are mostly tools of capital and
surveillance and have us heading toward

a future that science fiction has always
warned about: a ravaged planet, isolation
through technology, an ever-widening wealth
gap, authoritarianism, and the rich living
contented lives through it all-perhaps on a
little space station with free healthcare while
we toil in the drone factories here on Earth.

In this issue of the magazine, you can expect
the typical Nib cheer about that coming
world. Our contributors take on Al and labor,
human extinction, and the cities of the
future being constructed in Saudi Arabia.
Cartoonists ponder the end of work and
weave an appreciation of the Luddites, whose
actions are widely misunderstood today.

Yes, we are more than a bit concerned about
how things will play out in the coming years.

One thing | already know about the future is
that The Nib won't be in it. This is our final
issue of the magazine, and it is with a lot of
regret that | announce that we are closing
down for all the reasons a small, independent
publication shuts down in 2023.

In the first issue of the magazine, on the
theme of Death, | opened by saying | wanted
to start a magazine before | died. Painfully
aware of the rapidly shifting nature of media
companies, | added that | wasn't sure how
long the magazine would last, but that
“The Nib will die eventually.” That unknown
state of the future has now collapsed into
the observable present.

Over the last 10 years, we have published
thousands of comics and paid out $2 million
to creators. We put out 15 issues of this
magazine, showcased the best of what
nonfiction and political cartoons can do,

and launched a few careers and graphic
novels. If | could go back in time and tell my
young self all that this team would accomplish,
I'd be amazed and looking forward to it.

Some things do work out the way you want.
At least for a while. | have no idea what
comes next. That's the future for you.

WATT BoRS

Matt Bors
Editor and Publisher
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IDOES 7HE FUTURE BYfro

by T Edward Bak

DISPATCH FROM THE PERSISTENT ILLUSION

Throvsho'-‘{ history
humans have use

variousS methods fo
forecast the future.

mixed
results.

The sorceress of Endor
iS compelled by King
Saul in the biblical Old
Testament to summon
the spirit of Samuel - |

-Who feh'verj’g
a prophecy o
doPorrf to )%’ e
arrogant
monarch.

Is the future in fact
domewhere hidden
hehind a mysStic
door ~ accessible to
1hose with the proper
key or credentials?

In ancient Gr'eDec:e,
the Oracle of Delphy
ingested henbanep
and inhaled sub-
terranean vapors
%o divihe the meaning
of Signs and #o fore-
tell future events.

The Viking chief Olaf Tryggvé.son
(AkA *Crow-Bone”) reputedly predicted
the future by ‘reading”bird bones.

The Roman emperor
Valens employed
ALECTOROMANCY
(divination by the
observation of a
cock’s ingestion of.
corn kernels
inscribed with Jetters)
to learn the name
of his successor.

After the chosen
letters indicated

0HEEO

Valens had every-
one with that name
executed.

@

@ (<« OF course
he was then
succeeded by

M THEODOSIUS.




“NRBUS™

wasg the cryptic name
of an antichrist whose
appearance is among
the apocalyptic events
augured by 14th-century
word-salad prophet
Nostradamus.

Spiritualism and divinatory arts were
popular with devotees like Mary Todd
Lincoln, Australian prime minister
Alfred Deakin,and “Sir Arthur p,
Conan Doyle in the Victorian era — &'M
e e
g

— when Mary Shelley and HG Wells began
publishing their science fiction storzes.

According to Einstein, “the distinction
between past, present, and future
is only a stubbornly
ersisten

29

illusion.

/ Meanwhile
Italian physicist
Carlo Rovelli
contends we are simply
constant witnesses to entropy.

Mathematician and
astrologer: John Dee
scried with an Aztec
obsidian “magic mirror™”
to forecast the ascension
of Queen Elizabeth ] —

— who entrusted
Dee as her
advisor thereafter

g

In 1992 political philosopher Francis
Fukuyama proc{,aimed humanity was at the
“end of history. September 11, 2001-
less than a decade Jater— suggested

otherwise.

And history also did not cease
with the end of the Mayan
Long Count calendar in 2072.

Who knows why we
are all so obsessed
with time?

DISPATCH FROM THE PERSISTENT ILLUSION



DISPATCH FROM THE DANGER ZONE

BY TRINIDAD ESCOBAR

CALIFORNIA HAS EEN WHIPLASHING
BETWEEN INTE ORMS AND ITS 22ND
R OF A MEGADROUGHT.,

gfl-l FORNIA
WHILE Yol

OuT OF

STILL CAN! ’

WHEN I STARTED wmrwe -rms ARTICLE
AT THE BEGINNING OF T A§LY
98% OF cnuronnm w%s N soME ST

TWE%{E ST(%EMS HAVE IN(éEIDATED THE STATE

ND OF BER 2022,
ACCORDING CENTER FOR WESTERN

WEATHER AND WATER EXTREMES.

D HAS| TEXPERIENCED AN ING
THE LM:JKE ITIN F OVER 1,200 YE YTH

ALMOST EVERYWHERE OUR COMMUNITIES
N MORE DENSE, EVEN AS THE
CLIMATE THEY PLANNE OR HAS
CHANGED. THQ LEAVES A DANGEROUS
DENING GAP.

FORBES HOMES CONDUCTED A SURVEY |
AR IO Lot
THEIR REASON TO MOVE FROM THE PLACES
THAT THEY LOVE.

RURAL AND FOOR AREAS ALONG THE
SOUTHERN COAST OF THE US. WITNESS
THIS RESHAPING EACH YEAR,

AND MOST RESIDENTS THERE DO NCT
HAVE THE ECONOMI|C MEANS TO LEAVE,
THOSE WHO CAN LEAVE MAY HAVE TO
MOVE AGAIN SHORTLY AFTER SETTLING
IN THEIR NEW CITIES,

NE METRO AREA ESPECIALLY AT RISK IN

o COMING CENTURY [ SAN anucas O,

ACCORDING TO A REPORT BY MOOD!
ANALYTICS, THOUGH IT IS ONE OF T
WEALTHIEST CITIES IN THE COUNTRY,




THE COSTLY CHANGES NEEDED TO
AMELIORATE THE EFFECTS OF CLIMATE
NGE AT THE FOUNDATION, OUR
CITIES WEREALSO HISTORICALLY
EnGEEREl e BlveR SToReR o
AVOID FLOODING.

QUR OWN INFRASTRUCTURE UMITS THE
POTENT!AL FOR THE AL STORMS TO END
THE RY SPELL LONG-TERM, AND EVEN
CALIFORNIAS SNOWPACK GROWS HIG! ER
AND RESERVOIRS REFILL,

HOPE THIS
IDRWKABLE’IS.

DROUGHT FEARS HAVE BEEN REPLACED BY
THE IMMEDIATE TERROR OF FLOODING AND
EBR S FLOWS,

ABOUT 10 HOMES WERE iMPACT ED
I}'N URAL DISASTERS IN 2021
ACCORDING TO THE CLIMATE CHANGE

CATASTROPHE REPORT,

W t’ “‘. </
m :

EME SOYEARS, NEARLY LIN2
e s

.S. WlLL L!KELY
ENCE A DECU E E QUALIT
THE!R ENVIRON NT, NAMELY MORE HEAT
LESS WATER.

FUT URE PROJECTIONS ARE CLEAR, ALREADY;
PEOPLE ARE BEGINNING TO MOVE. WHAT
WILL HAPPEN WHEN THAT TRICKLE BECOMES

IS THIS THE BEGINNING OF THE NEXT
GREAT AMERICAN MIGRATION?

WILL THOSE OF US WHO BECOME
WARMTH AND HOSPITALITY THAT GTHERS
VSED TO EXPECT FUS?

DISPATCH FROM THE DANGER ZONE



DISPATCH FROM THE SEMINIFEROUS TUBULES

by Aubre v Hirsch

ﬁ\lerM)e sperm counts have declined
more thon 6OY since 1773,

1§ this trend continues,

the globol medion sperm

Ta oddition to l'awer-'m) sperm counts,
exposure to EDCs hos been linked to
aumerous othec heolth ond
fectility problems.

Resem(ck into isj\H\m!'mfe _':Yndrame in
humouns and cots points to endoerine -
d;:(uf{imﬁ chemicals (EDCs) as o ma jor

cu!"sr;f.

EDCs ore chemicals that
interfece with the body's
nmfurm”y produced hormone s,

b ?\Aa{‘urm'

hormone

endocrine

dijrupfﬂf

Y&
cellulor #
(esponse *

The trouble is, these chemicals
are everywhere.

unsafe levels o EDCs hove been
measured in our drinking wo ter
ond in the air we breathe,
both indoors ond sut.




A study in Enviconment Internotimol Reseocchers hoave also discovered
thot exomined urine from 78 Danish N thot EDCs hoave inheritoable
men found that every me of them had | epiqenetic efbects meaning the
been exposed to unsofe levels of EDCs, chemicals fundamentally cko\nrse

The averaqe exposure level wos 17 times ) the Woy qenes are expessed.
c}fe_m{’er thon mccer{’mbfe limit s. -

S (ke
o %ﬁﬁi&

These chanqes are thea passed o to future qenerations
where t ey con be compounded by new exposures.

f)enefa{'-'o.n | qenecation 2

}&l > exposed
G
\i |

c§enem’c-'un 2

unexposed
but still
abbected

(eptoductive

qenetation 2
cells

There's no individual solution to this
problem, Any c'\cul%e that kaf.ren: will
need to be society—wide.

But i we don't act %uickfy. thece
Moy not be o future to save.

DISPATCH FROM THE SEMINIFEROUS TUBULES
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DISPATCH FROM OUR COLLECTIVE FUTURES

MY DAILY SYMPTOMS ARE THE STUFF THAT
ABLED PEOPLE IMAGINE IN NIGHTMARE
VERSIONS OF THEIR FUTURES.

‘ %ﬂ
—
= )//
= \Aly
> L
i A\
97
. ¥
AS A PERSON WITH A
DISABILITY, | AM
AWARE OF THE WAY o)
“Z MY BODY SERVES AS [N
- A WARNING. o WERK
—

SINCE COVID, MY PREVIOUSLY ABLED FRIENDS
HAVE COME DOWN WITH SOME OF THE SAME
DISABLING CONDITIONS | HAVE, LIKE POSTURAL
ORTHOSTATIC TACHYCARDIA SYNDROME

THE INFLUX OF NEWLY DISABLED PEOPLE
FROM COVID HAS LEFT ME WITH DELAYED
ACCESS TO CARE.

(POTS).

Carclio'logg colled. They
said it would be &
six-month wait for my
routine ultrasound..




IN THE FUTURE, THE CLIMATE CRISIS WILL

WHERE DOES THAT LEAVE ALREADY
DISABLED PEOPLE LIKE ME?

ONLY ACCELERATE THE RATE OF DISABILITY.

WHAT DOES THE NEGLECT OF
DISABLED PEOPLE MEAN FOR
OUR COLLECTIVE FUTURES?

The roof qot ripped
off this apartment
complex and fell on

THE ONE THING | KNOW FOR SURE IS THAT IF
DISABLED PEOPLE CONTINUE TO BE SEEN AS

LOSSES,” THE FUTURE WILL BE SORELY
MISSING CRITICAL SOURCES OF WISDOM.

“COLLATERAL DAMAGE" AND “ACCEPTABLE

| REMEMBER AND HONOR MY DISABLED
ANCESTORS, BUT ALSO, WE DON'T NEED

=

‘:L (Cj: + o { ’b

2
” The pandemic
isn + over!

R ME/Kes AND LONG COVID J
? ARE  DISABLING MILLIONS 7
TH\S \& AN EMERGENCY

Sl FDA treatment .J
e now! -
'\uu-} = = -
&,

‘%

/

MORE ANCESTORS. WE NEED THEM HERE.

DISPATCH FROM OUR COLLECTIVE FUTURES




Even more than its sunny oceanfront,
Art Deco buildings, and vacia, lion
cachet, Miami Beach is synoéymous
with its abundance of palms.

i Y 57 7 -~ y

DISPATCH FROM MAGIC CITY

|« ‘However, if all goes to plan, the future l
version of this city will not be
¥ dominated by p

To combat the effects of climate change, For being so prominent, palms don't pull their
Miami Beach is among the vulnerable South weight when it comes to cooling the city and
Florida coastal cities branching out with a new // preventing flooding. They provide poor canopy for
tactic: ditch palms and plant more trees. ,/ capturing rainwater, offering little to offset what

is known as the heat island effect: an increase in
temperature in urbanized areas whose man-made
structures absorb and re-emit the sun's heat.

-
&
@

PROJECTED REGIONAL SEA LEVEL RISE
(Southeast Florida Climate Change Compact)

+18"-23"

current +4"-8'—

fealevelmmpcn !
i

i 1
2020 2030

S o - ————

N

7 = BT AL
‘toconut palm e, (HIARER " Queen paim 1}
Also, palms do a paltry job of sequestering carbon (cocos nucifera) i 2 S (syagrus romanzoffiana).

compared to their hardwood counterparts. ] ‘ “sr3 .
; Specie

Most of Florida's 2,600 palms varieties
are non-native and can contribute to
harmful novel ecosystems, or niche
systems altered in structure and
agenty by human interference.
Diversity guidelines state that no
single family should make up 309 or
more of an urban canopy population;
palms currently make up 55%,
which the city hopess to reduce

t0 25% by 2050.
e

Senegal date palm

(LR
Washington palm

81 gallons 725 gallons (washingtonia robusta) (Phoenix reclinata) \§
rainfall rainfall y k)
intercepted B8 intercepted 1 some of the top invasive palms (FL Invasive Species Council List)




s i (b g Al o7 ,¥ ; i et V.. i v e > -
Diversifying South Florida's urban canopy could also be a boon for wildlife. Several threatened and
endangered endemic species, as well as migrating songbirds, thrive in pine- and oak-rich habitats.

L)

{ oSN sl - AL ; / iy 3 g\ 2
| Red-cockaded woodpecker g b Y b Ny % i 4
(Picoides borealis) T ; Y VANV :
S it Mg 4 | d i Florida scrub-jay

Florida bonneted bat ¥
umops floridanus)

Vltimately, Miami Beach's palm lovers need not
fret: The city's urban forestry plan is focused on
adding shade trees, not removing pall

e

P THERE ARE ONLY A

4 HANDFUL OF TROPICAL

3 CLIMATES IN THE UNITED
STATES WHERE PALM
TREES CAN GROW...
PALM TREES ARE AN
INTEGRAL PART OF

OUR BRAND.

The city is also enacting other climate change
initiatives, such as investing $650 million in
stormwater management, enacting a Green
Building ordinance, and investing in sustainable
transportation.




DISPATCH FROM BACK TO THE FUTURE

ALL
PRESENT

INA ¢
TUBE &

\

r'!'he Westinghouse corpora- b

tion buried their second time
capsule on the grounds of

the 1964 World’s =<1
Fair in Flushing, &
Queens.

It was to be opened in
5,000 years.

S @IiNEN

'1EE

(9T

—
S

Since then, Westinghouse has been renamed CBS, merged with
Viacom, and restructured as Paramount Global.

I AR

Flushing, once 89% wh

]

f = N
LUEHQ; -
j -\.\\\ ..:
j R o

-

And the Earth grew

warmer.

7

AN

5,000 years
before 1964...




The Sumerians were
developing cuneiform.

Llamas were being
domesticated in Peru.

A bristlecone pine was just
germinating in California’s
White Mountains.

The Westinghouse plinth sits
7 feet above sea level.

,

Imagine the Westinghouse
meh at its dedication, the |
future they imagined.

rA future consistent with the b
present they knew, a bright
arrow pointing toward
progress and continuing
forever.

A future where
they still mattered.

What will
remain?

What have
we done?

y | ™ l
l |
|
|| eee=g

Do we
want to be
remembered

“And what of the years to
come? A cure for cancer?
Weekend trips to the moon?

No matter to what great
heights we ascend or to what
great depths we descend, we
of the Twentieth Century
bequeath to the Seventieth
Century proof that man not
only endures, but he also
prevails.

You can be sure if it's
Westinghouse.”

- 1965 time capsule
commemeorative brochure

c\\'Ng/

ML

~ YOU EVER
SMOKE A

5,000-YEAR-OLD,

CIGARETTE?

iR
b' ]

YOU FIND
ANY
MATCHES?

DISPATCH FROM BACK TO THE FUTURE



FROM THE AWARD-WINNING CARTOONIST
AND EDITOR ar THE NIB

“A brilliant saga and ‘how to’ of trans survival
in the nightmarish crypto-cis-bro-cult underworld of bachelor party
indoctrination. | giggled so hard | blew snot bubbles!”

—Lilly Wachowski







.. Whit Taylor, here.

\* The year is 2002
Post=Gringe is fading,
' Nu=Metal is King, and the Garage
} RockiRevival is in full-swing!

Does ourgheroinerhave what it 1':*%*

DI ot 999WFUN; Southern New
England’s #1 Alternative Rock station?

Or will she be stuck with...

‘ s N-F-N-BR Air

Check
out myfnew
slice—of-\ife comie
on Patreonitoday!

Mama Mama,

What you doin'?l

patreon.com/WhitTaylor



Illustration by Kane Lynch

“RESP NSE

Each issue we ask four cartoonists a question. For this final edition
of the Response, we asked: What future did you wish had happened...
but didn’t?

IT'SA
MATTER
OF TIME




THE RESPONSE

For most of my adu\t \ife,
T envisionea my future se\f
as an artist with a boby.

T wank this
coo\, weird
park of the
human
exPerier\ce:

Ivada partner, a sperm donor, and a plan.

Until one nignt in Brook\yn,
when two friends with incredibly smark,
coo\ adu\t children shocked me.

wou\d
\{ a bab\[

Your ark is
your baby.

Your dog is
your baby.

Don't do it unless
you rea\\\l need to.
Like if you ‘re

ORIESSED.

You \ove
your work.

Then we broke up.

R

Al Wad s beok come ouk.
<D
T tcavelea
e world.

L

cj)ok a new dog

Nok\«\u\% in ‘“\I \\Qe screamed
“b \>
buk i C\UN?) ko my P\ar\
Gotta
find \ove
= Qerki\ik\i 'is
TICKING

Abker some initial skru?)?)\e|
it was a relief Yo consider the idea
of an alternate path.

I covld accept that reality was
o“enma Qu\?\\\mcb work, big friendship,
Xrave\, and a gpod doay

T sti\\ Wave a coo),
weird human experience as ty future,
just a difterent one.




THE RESPONSE

"\

AN
I LOST SO MUCH TIME TO
SELF-LOATHING, ISOLATION AND \
PERFORMING AN IDEA OF FEMININITY.

WHEN RECOVERING FROM MY TOP SURGERY
IN2022,1 HAD A LOT OF TIME TO THINK BUT
ONE THOUGHT KEPT POPPING INTO MY MIND...

HAD | KNOWN | WAS TRANS
EARLIER IN LIFE, THAT TIME WOULD
BE SPENT SO DIFFERENTLY.

H
AND THAT HAPPINESS RIPPLES OUT.

IT CHALLENGES THE RHETORIC THAT TRANS
PEOPLE CAN'T LEAD JOYFUL LIVES. IT SHOWS
TRANS KIDS THAT BEING A TRANS ADULT

| SAW FLASH FA
. ey IS EVEN A POSSIBILITY. )

FUTURE WHERE | TRANSITIONED
SOONER. | WAS MORE CONFIDENT AND
SPENT THAT TIME MAKING FRIENDS
4 AND CREATING MEMORIES TOGETHER.

| WASN'T A DIFFERENT

PERSON. | JUST WOULD'VE
BEEN HAPPIER FOR LONGER.

IT'S BETTER LATE THAN NEVER.

I

27



THE RESPONSE

Looking back, we were promised
an infinite possibility of futures..
But the one I wanted most

is maybe the simplest and
bardest to get.

THIS INVENTION AGES EVEN
BETTER FOR ME AS AN ADULT!

Who would not want
this chamber in order to
be more productive?

 In the time ditation

chamber featured ergonsmic

in the Japanese manga
Doraemon, you set
the time at

..for each hour inside,
one minute passes outside.

But I am slowly learning that
I am not defined merely
by my productivity..
e =] r
-and that extra time in the
- time didation chamber could
be used for anything..

..even naps.




When the world seems bleak, I ruefully
recall the future I imagined as a'd0s kid...

But as baby Kane could've told you,
that future comes with an asterisk.

Society will begin to
collapse in the 2020s,
leading to decades
of world war!

Canonically, our lifetime will be
less Starfleet, more Soylent Green.

Star Trek stays with me because it's not
only a fun future full of cool gadgets-
it's an explicitly post-capitalist utopia.

THE ACQUISITION
OF WEALTH IS NO LONGER
THE DRIVING FORCE
IN OUR LIVES.

OURSELVES AND THE
REST OF HUMANITY.

So I probably should've been
_ emotionally prepared for the
3 current dystopia.

But at least
I have my reruns!

THE RESPONSE




The Nib Bureau
of Statistics

X-axis: days of future stats
lllustrated by Andy Warner
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< 10*" DIGITAL B:TS
= INEORMATION ANNURLLY.

Assuming a

! n n’l annual grow'fh rafe,

mathematicians
estimate that after

00 yEpRsS

the enerq recluired to sustain ONLY
our digl‘tal:r Produc’fion will be more
than earth's entire current ouTPuT.

After i 5 n ! E " H 5 Earth's Mass

the number of bits of (=60P'kg)
information Produced
will exceed the number
of afoms on earth.

Total Information Mass log, (kq)
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" foendoil dependence and avoid the worst climate scenarios.
We are dlso swaPPing one supp|g chain for another.

(L=> THE NIB BUREAU OF STATISTICS

Instead of o, this new 5”PP|5
N chain needs minerals, especia"g

nickel, liﬂium, and cobalt.

Ol fueled ZOTh-cenTurH indu51r5 & wars.

The 2Ist will demand minerdls. rfot-al_M:nergl b

:Lfo_r"Clean Energg Tech

* Metric Tons
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Projected Al the market value of . ,
market size in '

miosus (BB FRIGIH Bir O ELIER RIS
is projected fo explode in the coming decade,
growing from $100 billion to $2 TRILLION —
and enveloping enfire industries
" ranging from markeling and
supply chains to graphic design
and copgwnﬁng. —

THE NIB BUREAU OF STATISTICS

Source: Statista
The rights fo reap the profits from the fech of tommorow are
> destined for the Pocke’fs of the same tech fitans of yesterday. &

GENERATIE Wiy
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bots and ca;Eue their
own churk of change....
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THE NIB INTERVIEW

The Nib
Interview

/t's more like. ..
a way of seeing,the world

Afrofuturism is an Afrocentric,
culturdlly cenfered, and
creative-critical process that
uses speculative narrafives fo

reimagine

|l— inferrogate
neill fhe present,

= and design
‘\ a future

Whéfe'-;;ép/; of the Arican Diaspora
thrive according fo their own agéncy.

John Jennings is an award-winning graphic
novelist, professor of media and cultural studies
at the University of California at Riverside,
and director of Abrams ComicArts imprint
Megascope. Much of his scholarship, community
organizing, and publications are driven by

his interest in Afrofuturism. Interview and
illustration by Gaia WXYZ.

Coined in
7993 by med
j f/gark

Ess¢

it can encompas:
all media, including s
music, fllm, literafure
- and dance.,

s also been used fo
about politics, religion
and other theories.

Narraftives, even fictional ones,
are very imporiant in shaping
public consciousneéss
and self~esteem,

(éo until the 1960s.
Black people were
seldom shown in a posifive
manner in fllm or
on felevision,

loneers like
Nichelle Nichols on Star Tré
gavea’ the way for images of’
lack people not just surviving
in the /lolfur'e, but thriving




Afrofuturism crifiques

the idea of Black people €

not being in the fufure and ™\
“reclaims the i of the future,’,
fo paraphrase Liza Yaszek. <z,

My hope for the future is
that we won't have fo have
designations of things
like AfrofUturism

And eve €’s experiences are
normalized and freated as equal

The future is always in
the eyes and minds of our progeny.

We have much fo do
fo get there.

THE NIB INTERVIEW



THE ARCHIVE

The Future’s
So Bright...

The past’s view of the future
has us living in a techno-
paradise, replete with flying
cars, private rockets to Mars,
and humanoid robots that
will take care of our house
chores, along with a plethora
of other labor-saving tech
allowing us to wallow in a
leisurely, stress-free lifestyle.
Humans would be relieved
from life’s drudgery, with
future tech solving our
problems, including food
production, disease, poverty,

and pollution.

As new scientific developments
or concepts emerged, such

as wireless communication,
TV, and robots, the visions of
the future became brighter.
Cartoons in magazines and
newspapers parodied these
fanciful flights into the future,
to the delight of their readers.

Space travel, ray guns, and

PI’iVa,te Co
arre
‘\IE Bel’napd

D4% Of Roc,, ;= SN
1902-1085

€Ction of

-1960

robots were seen throughout
the popular culture landscape of
newspapers, radio, magazines,

and movies by the 1930s.

This idyllic future arguably
reached its pinnacle in the 1950s
and 1960s, when space flight,
computers, and microprocessors
all came to the forefront of
futuristic visions. TV shows
like The Jetsons and Lost in
Space brought the latest musings
about the future into everyone’s
homes. Commercial artist and
industrial designer Arthur
Radebaugh put all of this and
more into his weekly strip
Closer Than You Think.

Running from 1958 to 1963,
Radebaugh’s Sunday comic
immersed the reading public
with an unabashedly positive
view of the future. He was
partially right about the sea
bottom robots; instead of
walking on the ocean floor,
they landed on Mars instead.
Radebaugh’s Farm Rainmaker
would be a big help with the
droughts that now plague the
United States and Europe.
Given today’s pollution, climate
change, rising oceans, and
growing populations, we may
well need a fleet of his Space
Mayflowers sooner as opposed
to later. It is clear that here in
the 21st century, the future is
not as bright as it used to be.

Warren Bernard

is an author/lecturer in the
history of editorial-political
cartoons and the executive
director of the Small Press Expo.



GLIMPSES AT THE FUTURE.
Snapshot at upper Fifth Avenue in 1930.

William MacKay
The Social Comedy
(1902) Life Magazine
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Harry Grant Dart

Top:

We Must Turn Jepson in
for a New Model

(1928) Judge Magazine

Bottom Left:

A Possible Drawback
to Television

(1929) Judge Magazine

Bottom Right:
According to Mr. Einstein
(1929) Judge Magazine

il
; 7 d the
ird ti is xocel that he’s dropped
| in for @ new model. It's the H{*ml lnnf" f?’,;geix:ii e
Dot S 1:;’ 7:?& calorie counter hasw't regwlz'zwl right §

soup an

A POSSIBLE DRAWBACK TO T

ik GRANT DATT.

“Heavens, Central, yow've given me the wrong number!”
“Bacuse it, please.”

“I just found out that tomorrose weas yesterday.
“Tiat’s nothing. I started for Mars and met myself coming back.”

1u

10




FARM RAINMAKERS
To find a way to make rain—and
to- control ruinous cloudbursts,
has long been a hopeful dream on

CLOUD RING BEGINNING

harvests, the economy would be
Arthur Radebaugh | [T S0
From Top to Bottom: The U. 5. Navy may already
Farm Rainmakers (1959) | cipermonilly -seeded” the sy
The Chicago Tribune o A oty e h

Space Mayflowers (1959) | glessskies &tends tocreaterain |
The Chicago Tribune Fons is an involved bit of science.

‘Tomorrow's farm crops may
. depend on such control mech-
Glider-Slider Bus-Trains (1959) | anisms, operated by £

i ) ops. Their. dr.uuv-nm.;.: well [
The Chicago Tribune IS Mttt asisn:

Next Week: Space Mayflower |2 2% < [ = e ——
— - ; | )

Sea Bottom Robots (1960)
The Chicago Tribune

SPACE
MAYFLOWERS

If the earth should ever become
overpopulated, emigration to
outer space may becone a com-
monplace, Bands of colonists
might settle on distant planets,
twaveling there atlightning speeds
in rockets of unbelievable size.

H. W. Ritchic of Thiokol
told Congress that
space vehicles weighing more
than ten million pounds could
be a reality, carrying travelers
“with all the comforts of a voyage
on an ocean 63 irysler's
B, J. Meldrum has predicted that
the new rockets would look “like
buildings.” Thus, tomor-
ow's Mayflowers of space would
indeed be glantsize versions of
the tiny vessels that brought the
sty colonists to Americal

Next Weel: Aluminum Houses

o S

1863 by The Ghlaps Tebne 816

GLIDER-SLIDER
BUS-TRAINS

You may travel at speeds of 200
miles an hour in one of tomor
Tow's jet-propelled bus-trains,
sliding over ribbon roadways
in_vibrationless comfort. This
new concept of mass transporta-
tion was recently envisaged by
Charles " Weaver and Francis [{§
McCune, vice-presidents at [{
Westinghouse Electric.
These revolutionary bus-
trains are foressen as a logical
next, etep after today's flying
platform designs for the Ar;
Presumably they would be built
in sections, like éonventional i
train coaches—but twice as wide,
Air pressure would lift the cars
a tiny bit off the surface along
grooved roadways that might be
laid oyer old railroad roadbeds!

Next Week: Megalopolis

SEA BOTTOM
ROBOTS |

A “robot spider” designed to
‘walk on the bottom of the ocean
floor is being projected for the
Office of Naval Research by a
Hazel Park (Mich.) firm, Jered
| Industries, Inc.

A preliminary version has ||
already been tested in the Pe
cific at La Jolla, near Los An-
geles. It's a kind of submarine
tank, with long jointed arms,
television camera eyes and other
facilities. It will collect samples
off the sea’s floor, survey topog-
raphy, check for obstacles to
cables, anchor lines, etc., as well
as do other chores which cannot
now be directed by control
crews on land. 2

Next week:
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’ WHATTHE LU DIITES CAN
TEACH US ABOUT RESISTING AN
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I The future is here already. |

Or allow a company unrestricted ..And ta-da! Some absolutely
access o your likeness... serviceable hotel lobby art.

"Algorithmically
generated art

theft" might be
more accurate.

But calling this "AT art" uncritically
buys into the AT hype machine.

Machine-learning software is “taught"
by feeding it existing art without
consent, credit, or compensation,

| Artists have besun to push back. |

Everybody
who creates
for 3 living
should be in
code red.

in a class action lawsuit brought
against Al art

by artists ¢
7 4 /

To the extent that mangled signature
remnants remain visible on AJ art.




A common refrain from defenders of A art has been
to Iabel these naysayers:

10 1799, the British government passed legislation
that prohibited trade unions and collective bargaining.

.. term synonymous with technophobia,
anti-progress, and reactionism,

Tt's even used to describe
being hapless with new tech,

Oh, T cant

vse TiKTok!

Tm such a
Luddite!

10 truth, the Luddites were sKuMed
with machines, They were simply
fighting for better worKers rights.

And so, in 1811, after years of frustrating negotiations,

a spate of coordinated attacks on mill frameworks erupted
across the United Kingdom, led by "King Ned Ludd."

FEATURES



Ludd was an elusive

figure spotted with

"a pike in his hand" and
| a ghostly pale face.

4

He was a fiction. A symbolic figure whose "existence" The Luddites' methods included letter-writing camfasgns
made it hard for the authorities to target leadership and petitioning for better wages and the end of child labor.
encoyraged decentral.zed campaigning. ; ,

oo VAT TIOSE)

=i ] Their concerns earned them
1 solidarity from local commumhes \

'~ \q%u g‘)b ' You may call ( Mill owners

the people @ mob, ; / el
but do not forget 3 were tenified.

" ’ that a mob too
r ) : often speaks the

¥
— sentiments of the Wages rose.

Conditions
improved.




W)\

New legislation made frame-
breakKing a capital offense.
- ‘“ >

Eventually, key Luddite organizers
were identified, arrested, and executed.

.

Yet the movement lived on, Qutbreaks of machine- e ; 3 i .
A . b 10 1837, a spinning jenny in Chalabre, 7
breaKing continued for years in the UK and beyond. f France, was destroged by workers. 4 /

The women workers

This is

"made themselves
conspicuous by their

the dew, fury and violence.™

Which the
tree shall renew
Of Liberty,
planted
by Ludd!

Lord Byron,
"Song for the Luddites"

\___G S S\ g 1

10 the 1870s, English textile designer, author, and socialist William Moris

began taking an interest in the production process of his designs.

He was disgusted by the poor living

conditions of workers and the pollution

caused by the textile industry,

Why does a
reasonable man
use 3 machine?
Surely to save

his labour.

Under capitalism,
machines were
primarily used to
increase production,
thereby increasing
the worKer's
drudgery.
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People have been maKung similar arguments agannst AIart 4 "?f s

He wanted people to take
pleasure in their work rather
than "mere toiling to live,
that we may live to toil."

He understood that machines were only as o 0

progressive as the people who used them,

[An unree man is a]
slave to machinery;
the new machine MUST
be invented, and when
invented he MUST -

T will not say use it but

be used by it whether

he liKes it or not.




10 America, mechanical engineer frederick W. Taylor began using
what he called "scientific management” in his factories.

FEATURES

Taylor timed each worKer's every movement, breaking down their work
into a set of discrete tasks. Then demanded worKers speed them up.

"Taylorism" as it became Known, was less a science than But the spirit of Luddism lived on. Seemingly out of
a political ideology concerned with remolding workers nowhere, there was a rash of mechanical breakdowns
into pliant subjects. at Taylor's factories,

A complete mental revolution on
the part of the worKingman...
toward their work, toward their
fellow men, and toward
their employers,

These men
were deliberately
breaking their
machines,

Despite setbacKs and intervention
from Congress, Taylorism spread.

/ \\ Vi S
" "Automation” - as it was later
ABG.[M:YJ The Tnternational dubbed by Delmar Harder, vice
2 A Workers of the World president of ford Motor Company,

115 wisto! responded by publishing in 1947 - continued unabatgd.

two tracts on the topic
of sabotage in 1913,

\ ' "Automatiorg I as it was later

i L . dubbed by Delmar Harder; vice

‘The‘ aim is to hit tTe president of ford Motor Company,

2&‘1"3\? ;;’e;‘;j ;;,ﬁj i0 1947 - continued unabated. |
., N . . P

K soul, in other words,

his pocKetbooK"




The legacy of the Luddites lived on in

the latter half of the 20th century. Not only is the

economic situation of the
masses of blacKs grim,
but the prospects are that
it will not improve, rather it
will deteriorate. This is due
partly to the unregulated
impact of automation,

FEATURES

Confined to the lowest-paying jobs,
blacK workers were the first to be targeted
' by the midcentury push for automation.
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The Black Panther Party's Ten-Point Program was
updated in 1972, "Peopfe's community control of
modern technology" was added to the demands
for "land, bread, housing, education, clothing,
justice, peace."

Robert L. Allen, Black AwaKening /
in Capitalist America (1969)
! | [ 4 i

The BlacK Panthers were also quicK to recognize
technology and automation were not politically neutral,

¢ the ruling circle

reMains in power it seems
0 me that capitalists will
continye to develop their
technological machinery
because they are
not interested in
the people...

Every worker
iS in jeopardy
because of the
wling circle,

| Huey Newton,
cofounder of the
BlacK Panther Party

Overrepresentation of African Americans
¥l A 2019 McKinsey Global in three occupation categories with the
Institute report found that: highest expected displacement:

Wicioan Aitiians Displacement rate

are overepresented

in occupations likely Office support

to be most affected :

by automation. €g, Secretaries 2030 ouflooK
doesn't looK
much better.

Food services
eg, fast-food cooks

Production work
eg., machinists




Punch cards used in universities, similar to cards used for drafting recruits
for Vietham, were seen as a symbol of bureaucracy and alienation.

The
introduction
of the
computer in
the 1970s
only
exacerbated
growing
tensions.

/ Many people
simply stopped
drawing distinctions
between one
card-enabled system
and another,

Whether the
cards registered
draftees or pupils,
they helped
"the system."

Lisa Gitelman, author of /1
Always Already New: Media, History,
and the Data of Culture (2008)

A\ 2 V0 | 8 D ’Ilﬂ

Students burned, vandalized, and otherwise
destroyed punch cards for course registration.

VoW
w\ @\ \
AT AR W
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Vietham had become the first computational war,
bringing a shift towards strategies rooted in
quantitative data collection and automated analysis.
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Sensor amays and unmanned drones became a big part of the war.
An 0ongoing experiment with the intention of the eventual replacement of human pilots.

American soldiers were sabotaging equipment,
staging protests, and refusing to fight.

"Automation of war" as with the
automation of industry, was a political
strategy designed to, once again,
reassert control over rebellious workers.

FEATURES



FEATURES

Now, as more of our daily lives are automated, people are
finding that it doesnt always make our lives easier.

10 2016, a study revealed that physicians spend
two hours of computer work for every hoyr
spent speaking with a patient face to face.

Unexpected
item in the
bagging area!

Tve come to feel that a system that
promised to increase my mastery over
my work has, instead, increased my
work's mastery over me,

Atul Gawande, surgeon and
public health researcher

L Vi

1n the rush to claim success with new AT software,
this invisible human worK becomes even more insidious.

There is a long
list of services that
purport to be powered
by sophisticated

calls it "PotemKin AL

Researcher Jathan Sadowski

software but actually
rely on hymans acting
like robots.

Writer and filmmaker Astra Taylor
calls these modern-day Mechanical
Turks an example of "fauxtomation.”

[Fauxtomation]
reinforces the idea
that worK has no
value if it is unpaid

and acclimates us to

the idea that one
day we won't be
needed.

As 2 2019 report by the thinK tanK
Data & Society concludes:

"Automated and AT technologies tend to mask the human
labour that allows them to be fully integrated into a
social context while profoundly changing the conditions
and quality of labour that is at stake."




ik

Opposition to 2 |st-century tech can be found in unlikely places.l
- —

Silicon Valley executives are restricting their own children's
screen time and sending them to tech—free schools.

v
= e — —— —u

You can't put
your face in a
device and expect to
develop a long-term
attention span.

FEATURES
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TaeWoo Kim, chief AT
engineer at machine learning
startup One Smart Lab,

T T— 10 Arizona, people are slashing the tires
}enstatofr?ar;.:g ths:ct:)o;:gelesg ttgve of driverless cars after a driverless Uber
been repeatedly assaulted, with strucK and Killed @ woman in Tempe.
one being covered in BBQ sauce
and wrapped in tarp. _

"People are lashing out justifiably.
There's 3 growing sense that the
giant corporations honing driverless
technologies do not have our best
interests at heart."
Douglas RushKoff,
author of Team Human (2019)

The age of
surveillance capitalism

D I We're all living through an era in which we have become the product._l
is @ titanic strugale

QY

between capital and )
each one of us. Tt is a d
direct intervention into )
free will, an assault on

human autonomy.

To tune and herd
and shape and push us | <
in the direction that 5 b,
creates the highest | s
probability of their &
business success.

[There's no way]
to dress this up as

: k anything but
Shoshana Zuboff, author of behavioural
The Age of Surveillance Capitalism (2018) B modification,
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VPNs, the dark web, and plugins like RequestPolicy are

Many are also drawing attention o the biases
any are a dwing attenti iases of arguably Luddite responses to new technology.

software made by an almost entirely male,
predominantly white workforce.

FEATURES

A retrograde attempt
to rewind web history:
a Luddite machine
that, as they say
"breaks" the essential
mechanisms of
websites,

Computer science students
have already developed Glaze
- 3 tool o prevent AT models
from mimicKing artist styles.

Maxigas, Resistance to the Current:
The Dialectics of HacKing (2022)

LR T

"T'm worried about groupthinK, insularity, and anogance
in the AT community. [..] If many are actively excluded
from its creation, this technology will benefit

a few while harming a great many."

Timnit Gebru,
BlacK in AT cofounder

Luddism contain "Degrowth." "Slow Living" "Quiet Quitting," and the "1 Do
/a cﬁ:iggls;glrspeciivz on Not Dream of Labour" movements could all be described
technology that pays as forms of modern neo-Luddism.
particular attention to
technology's relationship to
the labour process and

worKing conditions,

,(\'/) 4
N
LAY .
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10 other words,
it views technology not
as neutral but as a site of
struggle. Luddism rejects
production for
production's sake: it is
critical of "efficiency" as

an end goal.
T
‘ | Gavin Mueller, Breaking
‘ \ Things at Work (2021)

Questioning and resisting the worst excesses of
technology isn't antithetical to progress.

“Lashed to the growth imperative, technology is used
not to do the same amount of stuff in less time,

but rather to do more stuff in the same

amount of time."

Jason HicKel, author of Less Ts More:
How Degrowth Will Save the World (2020)

2] Tf your concept of "progress” doesn't put
people at the center of it, is it even progress?

Maybe those of us who are
apprehensive about AT art are Luddites.

Maybe we should wear
that badge with pride.

/N

Welcome to the future. i
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/ Mohammed bin Salman Al-Saud

I want to build
my pyramids.

FEATURES

(MbS), the 3Z-year-old de facto
ruler of Saudi Arabia, reportedly
said to a confusion of foreigh

architects and wrban planners.

And so plans were drawn,
anti-deVelopment activists
killed, indigenous tribes

expelled,
Ty
&
SUNR

Q
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anhd construction kicked off on a
$500 billion meg “zero-emission”
smart city, plahned for an area

33 times the size of New York City.

/ °




The flagship of this master plan is
The Ling, a mirrored-steel 170 km
scar of a linear city.

FEATURES
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Its straight slash divides the land
from the shores of the Red Sea

into the Tabuwk region, northwest
of the Saudi kingdom.

NEOM is real.
This is hot business
as wsual.This is
the neW future

cooed a promo Video released in
January 2023 about the progress of
the initiative’s various projects.




The first glimmers of NEOM emerged
in 2016, a part of Saudi Vision 2030,
announced by MbS, theh a young
prince looking to solidify the path-

way to power that had opened wp

NEOM’s contours further manifested
during 201%’s ““Davos of the Desert,”
a big party thrown by MbS for foreigh
investors and bankers.

FEATURES

with the Saudi war in Yemen and the
death of his uncle, the previous king.

The plan would diversify Saudi’s
economy away from oil, dramatically
reshape society, and use the king-
dom’s vast cash reserves to invest
in cutting-edge tech.

e SNl

NEOM was now a business and
industrial free zone to link Egypt
and Jordan via Sauwdi Arabia,

a Singapore oh the Red Sea.

The future has a new home.
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NEOM’s fantasies bleed past

the edges of The Line to include
residential areas, an airport, an
octagonal industrial complex that
floats called the Oxagon,

—

i)

a skiing resort named Trojena,
the luxury island complex of
Sindalah, and around 6,500 hectares
of agricultural \and seeded by
gene%}cally modified crops.

AN\ STEIRE, Neo
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“NEOM”” is a portmanteau, a
forcefuwl blend of the greek word
““neo’”” and the Arabic letter 2"’
(meem), supposedly to represent the
first letters of MbS’s name and
the Arabic word for “future’’

(mustagbal/a i)

And with NEOM’s trumpet sounded,
a host of international architects,
techies, futurists, Hollywood
production desighers, civil engineers,
and consuwltants arose to answer
the call,

The project is a gold rush for
techho-utopians, a rare opportunity
to experiment with “blue sky
thinking” and play with cutting-edge
technology..

~and a near guarantee to get
stupidly rich even if every
harebrained scheme fails.




The dream behind NEOM can be traced
back to the early 2000s and the
otherworldly transformation of the
most popwlous city in Saudi’s neighbor,
the United Arab Emirates: Dubai.
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Discovery of offshore oil reserVes
and the establishment of deep-

sea ports poured What seemed like
endless cash for rapid and massive
infrastructural  and development
projects

— —— ——

Established as a modest fishing
Village in the late 18th century,
Dubai had a strategic location along
the coast of the Gﬂuu{—‘ that camght‘
the eye of interhational business

at the turn of the 20th century.
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Its ruwler set wp the city as a free
port With no taxation on imports or
exports, and Dubai became a link in
the growing network of sea trade.

The ruwler of the UAE, Mohammed bin
Rashid Al-Maktoum, enjoyed totalitarian
power unencumbered T,>,v enVironmental
reView or cohcern.

built by masses of men who toiled,
sWeated, and died under a
harsh sun.

He terraformed the land and seas in
terrifying ways according to his
vision — and was toasted for it.

—
—
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When yow bend the earth to
your Will, people notice. Mahy
rwlers worldwide sooh coveted
the glimmering successes of
"“The Dubai Model.”

They had no use for any critigues
of its transparency, labor abuses,
or human rights Vviolations.

UAE’s Guwif neighbors, flush with

ol and gas cash themselves, how
ached to draw some of the lucrative
spotlight their way.

Kuwait buwilt one of the world’s
longest sea bridges to connect
land allocated for a major free
trade zone, a prOPOSed futuristic
metropolis dubbed “’Silk City.”

For Qatar’s hosting of ““the most
expensive World Cup,” it built

a metro system, an upgraded shipping
port and airport, and an entirely
new city, Lusail.




It’s been an
mteresting time for
enhgineers with these
projects like NEOM.

Gulf for decades.

This is F. She’s been working in the
engineering sector in the Arabian

From a technical
point of View, they
are thousht_
provoking and
coankVe: They break new
ground in technology,
scale, and sustainability,
ach}e\f.ns thlnss
previously thought
impossible, and now are
taught or analyzed as
case studies.

FEATURES
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all the jobs and

from these projects.

Then there is always
this hope that money
will trickle down with

serVices that emerge

And from a
non-techhical

point of View? ;

There are significant
cOhSequ.ences on
human rights, \abor

rights, and the
climate.

But I’'m afraid
that’s not part
of most people’s
calculation.




Watching ads for projects
like NEOM, it's inescapable
how these plans are less
about creating liveable cities
for communities

FEATURES

and more about using
techhology and monumental
building {0 symbolize power
of a singular ruling 'Fisu.re
or family.

It doesn’t matter that these
projects are wunsustainable in the
long term. It doesn’t even matter
if they're never fully realized.

Men with power crave to make
their mark on time.

Their message of what’s to come
is crafted primarily by foreign

consultants with  disconnectedly
biased imaginations of neon-coated,
Orientalized, sand-and-steel futures.

I £ind this approach towards the
future’s possibilities boring I've seen
this tediows spectacle displayed
throughout time and beyond borders.

From 1900s New York to 4990s
Shanghai, there have been countless
techno-utopian schemes by a few
men wWith a lot of cash seeking to
impress eVeryohe else,

costing incalcuwlable human misery,
while creating objects that become
colossal Wrecks dotting a ruined Earth.




The kind of futurism that
characterizes the Guif is
ohe that is obViowsly built
oh vast reserVes of petrol

- and of petrodoliars. T“_.
What is often forgotten is
many of the “futurism”
projects of the Gulf Coast
couhtries are about survival
and the reproduction of the
societies as they stand, with
their particuwlar regimes of
inequality and exploitation.

B is a \eftist Kuwaiti academic
based in the Netherlands.

Most of the states are
scrambling to placate a
booming population of
Syoutln, L3 r-

and having these generations
comfortable and ideologically
committed to the states, to
their identities, and to the
existing structures of
domination and exploitation

is heCeSSaFD/
il =

=

It's no surprise that the main
recurring theme in all the
vision documents - a theme
important in governance in
the GWwif for a lohg time but
is how becoming existential in

a renewed way -

s “the growth of the
domestic private sector.”

I think some of the thinkin
around a renewed state
capitalism is important to
keep in mind wheh we look

at these projects.
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Around the time I talked to B,
Saud: authorities reVealed a new
project to change the face of
Riyadh: the New Murabba, “the
world’s \argest modern downtown.”

\L

AN

At the center of this project is the
proclaimed to be ““the world’s first

\} Mukaab, a £00 m high, £00 m wide,
immersive destination.”

\ and 400 m long Sk/ySC.I'apel', also
N\
\\§\\\\“ Y I

The Mukaab houses a building and
a & million ma2 floor structure for
retail, touristic, cwltural, residential,
commercial, ahd recreational
facilities.

588 miles southwest of the planned
Mukaab looms Jeddah Tower. Begun
in 2013, it was promised to be
the world’s tallest building and the
centerpiece of the previous regime’s
vision of the future.

With the rise of MbS, it was shelved.
It now sits silently half-finished, a
rotting warhing of how grand
enterprises can be guickly smothered.




There is also ahother Vision
of the futwure in this tale.

I Wive on the periphery of
‘this future.

Outside the walls of the
techno-marvelows “free zones”
like NEOM, dreams get darker.

FEATURES

This future has \imited
basic essentials and severe
wealth :nequalities.

It is an extreme
1 survival mode.

I still like to think these aren’t
the only ineVitable futures
peddled from above.




There has to be a vision of the
future from below. Visions less
defined by sharp dividing lines,
Visons more encompassins‘

Suffused with a radical
appreciation for dighity and
liberty.

Reighed by empathy
a 39 erenity.

)
w
3

A future by all, for all.
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Across the world, climate groups are raising
the alarm that we are heading
into catastrophe.

It's hard to overstate the
magnitude of their prediction -
that business as usual will literally
wipe us out.

Their efforts make the news.

/ o
/

.
\]

And yet, it doesn’t seem like we're
getting the message.

eah,
;,ight

Is it just
alarmist?




Oxford’'s Future of Humanity Institute estimates ¢
that our chances of getting wiped out by natural

On the one hand,
you could look at

e cau i tremely small.
remote possibility. il o AL R s

We've been
around hundreds
of thousands

of years! We've
survived until now,
haven’t we?

But that’s just natural causes.
The biggest risk to our existence
seems to be self-destruction.

Toby Ord of the Future of Humanity By then, we can expect the
Institute estimates the risk jumps to.. Earth’'s temperature to be
2.4-2.6°C above preindustrial levels.

..by the end of the century.

SOURCE: United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
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The climate crisis isn't the first time we've
considered an end to the world. Some worlds
have ended - civilizations have risen and fallen,

yet humans are still kicking.

idimafe change

Prolonged drought led to

food scarcity, and the

eventual collapse of civilizations
like the Akkadians.

“ - #" : ,,,,9,.1,4 orchards

‘ ; no Syrvp °r wine,
' ml'he: f‘»cl? clowls
did not rain.”

Extreme wealth and political inequality
make for an uneasy society.

It's part of what brought down

the Roman Empire.

ere nof
Wm the

same
boat”/

So what contributes to
the ending of a civilization?

Enviconmental Degradation

Complexity

Societies become more complex
in order to deal with challenges.
The scale of the Mongol empire
made it vulnerable to collapse,
and it fractured when it
couldn’t sustain expansion.



wwwwwwww
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It’s not hard to imagine how What will we do when a billion
climate change will exacerbate people need to flee their now-
these risks. uninhabitable homes?

What happens when How will we be protected from
the rivers dry up? future pandemics?




It's not just
about us.

OVSANDS of SALMON
;?E 'N DR\'N CREEK,

External shocks are compounded by habitat loss. ]

(A m,

AGR\CU‘L’I;URE -
is resPonsube or

70 ) & qo / deForesTo\hon '

of o\l \and
has been Cf”“‘e""eJ
for food prodvetion.

We have changed much of the planet

to accommodate our consumption.
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| i
AVIAN FLy
SPREADING. 7o 0
MINK FARM o ¥

We are seeing the warning
signs of entire ecosystems on
the brink of collapse.

Everything
is connected.

And any loss can
trigger cascading and
unpredictable effects.

e

If we lose pollinators,
we lose the food

sources they pollinate.




The current. rate of
Earth has seen ¥ extinction 1S &M&n.
i 100 and /00O times higher,
periods of mass fhan fhe previous ‘“ﬁ’rw
extinction before, ¢ rate of extinction,

when abrupt change
killed off at least
75% of species.

One model predicts that we're on the path to
wiping out a quarter of all biodiversity by the
end of the century.

Children born
who live into their 30,
can expect o witness
+he disappearance
of literally
hovsand
*94? plant *
and animal
Species,

DR. GIOVANNI
STRONA
University of

Helsinki

A 2019 summary
report by the UN
warned that

4o
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It can be hard to reckon with
the weight of this loss.

N‘\DN VIA THE
*""“:,\\;ss EXTINCTION

™

We're the first species
that can conceptualize
the idea of its own end.

re are many other
og;eue m(aszGS‘of -M?
fofenﬁnl foss = includling

cOLTURE and SCIENCE,

+he evolvtionary
history of the planel,

and the si)niﬁmnce
of +he [ives of all of
ovr ancestors who
contribvted fo the ftvre
of their descendents;

Extinclion is +he
qndoihj of +the
human enferprise.

And what it means for us
as another species on this
planet.

% For +he decimatiop
of the only assemé/qje
of [ife that we know

Some argue that, knowing what we know
about our effect on other life, continuing
our species at all would be a net negative.

People mention
music and art o
and Iiferatvre— g "

15 funny, they
don’t ever mention
the bad +Hwngs
we have done. ¢

LES KNIGHT

Founder, . y
Voluntary | dont think

Human the whales will |~

Extinction
Movement

miss ovr Songs. K




We are already seeing the effects of People are suffering now.
climate change. Life on the planet is

suffering now.

The road to extinction, if it's our
future, is unlikely to be a painless,
blink-and-you’ll-miss-it event.

We know what we have to do
to stop this from becoming our future.

The thing about extinction is it's

permanent. We can’t learn from our
mistakes if we're all gone.
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2023 is
the year that
artificial intelligence
stopped feeling like the
future and started
feeling like the

present.




Across different communities,
people are asking what AT means
for their future.

Like, if Al can instantly produce art
at no cost, how will that affect an
artist's practice and livelihood?

But Al only gives the illusion of computing has always secretly
creation without labor— relied on the creativity
and work of

humans.

~

(" 1n the first half of the 20th century, (The rules for coordinating gryl"%hk.s Sof )
performing calculations was a computations were called oot S A
profession carried out by algorithms, NA J

teams of workers. y

and the people
were called computers.

&

\ BN

(low-Woge

/ J c.b)
Q0N

2)
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p
As electronic computers
became more practical,

— S

cheaper, smaller,
more ubiquitous,

~. \ 4 )

machines took over the
responsibility of executing
algorithms and calculations.

p
At first, artificial intelligence

)
— the science and engineering of C
making intelligent machines —
was mostly
philosophical.

As computing advanced,
and as people generated
more data, practical uses
were developed,

like machine learning.

)
o &=

Q

“Machine learning” is when
computer programs find
patterns in large amounts
of data sets, teaching them
how to behave in new but
similar situations.

( By 1996, the computer_\
Deep Blue could compete
with Garry Kasparov in

using a library of
hundreds of thousands
\_ of grandmaster games. |

Today, machine learning is
used in everything,
but is still fundamentally
different than human
intelligence.




Human intelligence is complex,

creative,
and lived.

Machine learning algorithms only "learn”
by way of large-scale trial and error,

without any of the
real-world experience
that humans use to
reflect and generate
culture.

=
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o " i
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Machine learning requires training

on thousands, millions, sometimes

billions of human-generated data =
points before it can e
be practical.

And this data often needs to
be cleaned and labeled by
. humans first.

To lobel these millions of data points,
companies use crowdwork platforms
like Amazon's "Mechanical Turk”
to hire people from all

over the world,

taking advantage of
workers who will do this
lobor for the cheapest
possible amount.

r

"Mechanical Turk” is named
for an 18th-century chess-
playing machine,

an elaborate hoax that
was secretly controlled by
a human within it.

4

®
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At its worst —
the labor involved in labeling data
can involve experiencing, in rapid

FEATURES

The process can also

succession, the most horrific

content on the web.

be incredibly sub jective,

oo \ _ —

DODES THE FOLLOWING
COMNTENT FEEL
WELCOMING P

leading to rushed and
sometimes biased
decisions.

Chat GPT and Dall-E-2 are
a newer class of machine-
learning algorithms called
pretrained "foundation
models."

They're fed enormous
amounts of text and images
to learn which sequences
of words and pixels tend to
appear next to each other,

creating new
writing and images
that seem very
plausible.

Instead of the way
that traditional search
algorithms reference images
from around the web,

LseaacH:]

inkwell

sy

these newer AI models use
guesswork to synthesize
existing content into a
single new piece of media,

[

[frROMPT)
inkwell 7

or compensation to the
original creators.




Now people and companies are investing
in ways to use different Al algorithms as
replacements for all types of work,

leqol each with
system their own ethical
questions.

Weapons “~

But as communities, we can ask:

what tagks
SHOULD we
Qn:fo.’quie?

Aot ‘na\'i we
w \(\9-5 fromi J
_m nese Tasks

o
[50\05\’5 owes?

And while many AI companies develop
algorithms by prioritizing engagement
for profit maximization,

we should remember that Al can just
as eosily be developed with
other values in mind,

like diversity and
democracy.

FEATURES

AI companies might not
take our jobs as
artists and writers.

o7

but they've likely

taken our labor. i

We can still fight
for the future
of aremarkable
technology,

and a future thot
centers human
creativity.




THE FAILED PROMISE OF
A WORK-FREE FUTURE




Recently, I wos commissioned to do two paintings
for the offices of a business that specializes in
designing and selling smart homes.

Our smart homes

measure different

factors to calculate

the most efficient

use of electricity
or heating.

Everything was immaculate, sleek, and...
barren. The odd sign of human life felt
like a violation of the whole design.

FEATURES

q

Doors opened automatically for us, lights
switched on and off, blinds were opened.

1

When I left, 1 had to bike past a row of
company Teslas charging in the parking lot.

This new

technology is

pretty amazing,
isnt it?

Yeah, I feel
like I'm in a
sci=fi movie.

L It made me feel like an unwelcome intruder

As a perpetually broke person,
the price of admission to this
| new world of tech has always
Bl been a bit too steep for me.

The tech of my world is older. I'm used to

H  reusing, repairing, and buying secondhand.

‘ ¢ A ~

Now let’s learn
how to repair a
coffee machine!
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But there’s more to my aversion to this
new tech. The future of smart technology
is entwined with capitalism.

Smart technology isn't all new - since
the advent of electricity, companies have
designed and sold automated appliances.

The very economic model that is
destroying our seciety and planet.

In the 20th century, companies sold the “
idea of a fully automated home that would
relieve women of the tedium of housework.

The selling point of automated homes was
that they would allow fomilies who could

afford them = mostly white, middle-class
families = more time for leisure.

d &

N

H In his book A Small World: Smart Houses and
the Dream of the Perfect Day, scholar Davin
Heckman describes the 1950s vision of future
homes as consumer fantasies where automated
technologies created a labor-free world.




Automation itself isn't necessarily bad.
Anybody who washes their own dishes will
probably agree that dishwashers are one
of the best inventions of human history.

Oh, this
dishwasher will
make cleaning up

J

the dishes just
a breeze!

Gotta cook dinner, L
clean the kitchen, 2 o

then run to work...

But the promise of freeing up
time by autemating the work ot
home never really came to pass.

-
e

Z
=

| i

All

A 1983 book by scholar Ruth Cowan

called More Work for Mother found that many
consumer devices designed to reduce domestic
labor just reconfigured it in ways that often
resulted in more labor for women,

- = NG

The future of home design today no
longer gets advertised os helping us
achieve a life free of housework.

/

Instead, it promises to allow us to ¥
work around the clock and 'optimize"
our work lives by tailoring our homes
to our individual needs.

[ Alexa, please
play "Bedtime
Stories for Kids,

« report tonight,
:'_ no yroblern!
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You still have to work your
soul-crushing nine-to-five
and barely can afford rent
and insurance, but hey!

At least
your coffee is
brewed to your
exact liking.

That means that

the technology we use
is not only connected to

\| the internet, but also

to each other.

And through this
connection, data is
being collected, About
us, our habits, our
health, our life.

Companies behind

Ancther difference of
[ the 20th-century vision of
the future is that automated
{ smart homes were imagined
\ s singular units operating

on a closed circuit,

Today, companies’
vision of the future is
built upen the idea
of the "Internet
of Things."

smart technology
have access to our
most private spaces.

Without laws and
regulations protecting
privacy, users are at
their mercy.

And we can't
control how much of
our data is being sold
to third parties.




This connection goes both ways. Companies can
access and manipulate their devices remotely.

HP can remotely shut off usage of their printer
cartridges via the printer's Wi-Fi if the user
cancels their ink-refilling subscription service.

Experts are already warning of companies halting
support of earlier smart appliance software after
only a few years, rendering these models junk.

That also makes repairing or reusing
appliances far more difficult.

The infrastructure required to maintain the
functionality of this smart technology makes
up a substantial part of greenhouse gas

emissions. And it grows with every year.

Companies are already setting up their f
"innovative" products to become obsolete
more quickly than ever before -

the new frontier of "forced obsolescence.”

’ The convenience
l of our future homes
z
-

comes with a lot of
strings attached.
] 7

And it’s pioneered
by corporations that are
most interested in their
profits, no matter the
repercussions.
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In the 1950s, the future of home design was
advertised with the perfect nuclear family
enjoying their time free from housework.

It looks quaint and outdated
from a modern point of view.

But the imagery of the future of living
that corporations are trying to sell us now
is almost the same as it was back then.

an image of the future that they want
us to aspire to. A vision of a middle-
class life optimized by their products.

In their ideal world, there is little
space for any other lived experiences.

L)

/

. \ » h
[ot— .

T O e

us, the users, but for potential investors.
And it promises them endless profits
with no regards to the consequences.

Ruth Cowan. More Wark for Mother! The Ironies of Household
Technology From the Open Hearth fo the Microwave. Basic
Bocks, 1985. | Davin Heckman. A Small World: Smart Houses
and the Dream of a Perfect Day. Duke University Press, 2008,
| Adam Richard Rottinghaus. "Smart Homes and the New White
Futurism.” Journal of Futures Studies, June 2021, 25(4): 45-56
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STRIPS

Jorge Henrique Gonzalez

PR T SONS

BY JORGE HENRIQUE

" |SEE You v
ABovT 500

£ LD [
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[CRYO- T NCARCERATION~-

i

RISk UNIT,

e e T R 2
(NEW ALTERNATIVE (_
" SENTEN CING i

OUR HIGH- ‘;@-

YOU'RE GONNA BE
A

GooD INMATE. .

[ BEHAV10R -
MODIF ICATION

E /
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Q2
=
< |
i ?_
3 £l
il

o f | i

: JWHERE ARE You
GENDING MET?

e e HMM'EUOD
S |QUESTION] L EX
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Noah Van Sciver

AH JEEZ, HOwW CAN | GET RID oF
THESE BRUCE JAY FRIEDMAN Boors ?
THIS ANTHoOLOGY oF DARK HUMOR IS

AMAZING AND | WANNA RE-READ THESE
SoMmepAy/,

I GUESS IT'S ABOUT TIME THAT |
CLEARED SOME OF THESE BoakS

OUT OF MY COLLECTIoN. ¢ HATE
TO DO IT+us

AN

A BIOGRAPHY OF ANV GOGH, HQRPO

=) SPEAKS,!, WILLA CATHER'S CoLtecTeD (24
=] SHORT STORIES, ALL OF THESE HevRY |

= JAMES NWEL%: THE MAD BATHRoOM |
CompANonN,! ARE You JoKING 2
[‘tL (VEED ALL oF THESE FoR A

i aND WAR AND PEACE! | CANT PART
\ WITH THIS YET, /| PROMISED MYSELF
I’D READ THIS SoMeDAYS EVEN
SWOOPY FROM PEANVUTS READ
THIS! NO/ ‘LL GET To ALL ofF

THESE BooKS SoMEDAY/

RAINY DAY...

STRIPS



Gemma Correll

HEIRLOOMS THAT MY GRANDMOTHER PASSED DOWN TO ME
VS. HEIRLOOMS |'LL PASS DOWN To MY GRANDDAWGHTER

STRIPS

HERS MINE  corLecTion OF HERS
of FINE LIDLESS TUPPERWARE -
SEINA PLATES Q co~TA£NERs

:J)

L 1
(,WOODEN BoX

HERS BEAUTIFUL HANDMADE FULL OF PRECIOUS TEWELRY
WEDDING GOWN

MINE
Lj MINE
BoX FulLl oF
oLD PHONE
CHARGERS
™ poes =
o

HERS ~ MiNE
MEMES F"°M
m HusBAND

SOMEONE ELSE's GRANDMOTHER'S ‘X

BEAUTIFUL HANDMADE WEDDING  HANDWRITTEN
HERS OGOWN, BOUGHT FROM GOODWILL LOVE LETTERS

MINE FROM MY GRANDPA
00sT-1TS WITH HERS  MINE

VARIOWS SECRET
PASSWORDS
S(_R|BBLED oN THEM

W us't""
BoOK oF SECRET . cuchL ANXIETY ¢ mE 5

FAMILY RECIPES DISORDER
(5]




Joey Alison Sayers

Youjud‘ sit around playing video games. || ) Congratulations! You played the most video
Do you eventhink about your future? J| | games ever You get a bag of gold!

I’m the president!)

Thank goodness yov weren't outside! Squishy, roundish, orange aliens are affacking!
Everyone on Eacth just died of | We need youto save us by sitting on them!
Ha“ucino- Cou‘id _, Yﬁu "IQVG-tﬁ Save us ﬂ".‘

[ T've never seen such muscular Thumbs. Whatever, Dad. T think about my future
' Warnt o get married? _ all the time.
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Mattie Lubchansky

HEY, ISN'T IT
SUPPOSED TO BE THE

WHERE'S
MY FLYING

DAMN FUTURE? CAR?

OKAY. BUT
WHERE'S MY
FOOD IN PILL

FORM?

WE'RE IN OUR PRIVATE
HELICOPTER! FUNCTIONALLY,
WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE?

OUR START-UP,
mealPill, PAID FOR
THIS HELICOPTER!

WELL, THEN
WHY AM [ SO
UNHAPPY?!

/ MAYBE WE'RE SUBCONSCIOUSLY
BEGINNING TO FEEL GUILTY ABOUT
OUR DEATH-DRIVE TO ACCUMULATE
WEALTH AT ANY COST AS SOCIETY
CRUMBLES AND THE EARTH DIES?

NO, I DON'T
THINK THAT'S
IT..

I THINK IT'S
BECAUSE Al
DOESN'T EXIST.

THIS HELICOPTER
IS PILOTED BY AN ALl
WE INVESTED IN!

navigation
failure. crash
imminent.
sorry!




Michael Kupperman

THE FEUTURE

STRIPS

IS COMING

IT WILL KILL YOU
AND EVERYONE

IT WILL BE MORE |
AWFUL THAN YOU | &
CAN POSSIBLY

YOU LOVE!

IMAGINE!

YOU CAN'T
HIDE FROM
IT! YOU
CAN'T
PREVENT IT
BY VOTING!




{ @Nce BookS ke ALY

° SANNED, LIBRARICS CAN
GINALY e SED FOR LHAT
THey WORE-TRILY QANT foR

AT THAT YOINT, ONLY CRIM-
INALS WILL ROSSRRS BOOKS,

‘ }V\an)s-.-

£ from my cold, edvcarer

T Be |
180 MYCH |
QHQ\QK s

T0 ST 8
'ém our.

SURE, THeROLL €2 A Few
EODDAM Hirvie STATES
THATLL ALLOW THIR STWs
To gPeN CARRY...

MANY ARE LOOKING
FORWARD TO My STATE'S
BoOK TURN-IN PROGRAM. .

Homph ! The neme
of some peoplel!

JusT cuck em
in-THe bonfire
back here !/




Eric Haven

TEN MILLION YEARS IN THE FUTURE, A
HUMANOQID CAT ORBITS THE EARTH IN
A CAT- SHAPED SPACESHIP...

...AND PONDERS HER PLACE AND PURPOSE
IN AN ENDLESS, EMPTY, INFINITE UNIVERSE.

ARE WE ALONE IN THIS COLD, BLACK, UNCEASING
VOID ? FORCED TO ENDURE IN ISOLATION THESE
NEVER-ENDING CYCLES OF DEATH AND REBIRTH,
DEVELOPMENT AND DESTRUCTION ?

THE SWEEP OF EVOLUTION IS PERPETUAL, FROM
SINGLE-CELLED ORGANISMS TO TRILOBITES To

DINOSAURS TO HUMANS To CATS. /s

TEN MILLION YEARS LATER STILL, A HUMANOID

MOUSE ORBITS THE EARTH IN A MOUSE-SHAPED
SPACESHIP...

...AND PONDERS THEIR PLACE AND PURPOSE
IN AN ENDLESS, EMPTY, INFINITE UNIVERSE. |

STRIPS



Julia Bernhard

STRIPS

Well, they did
say the future
was bright ...



Matt Bors

IT IS WITH GREAT SADNESS
T ANNOUNCE THAT TODAY'S
EDITION OF THE WASTELAND
GAZETTE WILL BE ITS LAST.

“THE PRINTERONLY ACCEPTS
PAYMENT IN GOLD TEETH, WHILE
OUR DISTRIBUTORS ARE ROUTINELY
KILLED BY BIKER HORDES.”

“WE FACE THE SAME PROBLEMS AS

EVERY OTHER MEDIA OUTLET THESE

DAYS. OUR CHERISHED SUBSCRIBERS
ARE IRRADIATED OR STARVING..."

“THANK YOU FOR READING
ALL THESE YEARS. I'D LIKE
TO THINK THE WORK WE DID
MADE A DIFFERENCE."”

WELL, THAT JUST SUCKS!
WHAT AN INCREDIBLE LOSS
FOR THE COMMUNITY.

ARE WE GOING TO FIND
GOOD KINDLING?

STRIPS



Hey everyone!
We're making
3 book.

A comic book

It's agraphic quide to making
non-fiction comics.

Fealuring interviews with
more than 40 cartoonists!

FOR WPDATES (O HERE
hps:/tinylefrer.com
F_Z) /drawnfromtnemarging







Where doy

Lettersto | & youergif
the Editor 207

Enjoying my Sirst (frogal?)
years of retirement! — Ali

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

g fffj/f/ __E
‘{{ Founp ﬁ

1

Answering that same questionin a job interview | Living wy best life as 3 5®—Vear—old
(even though I should be retiring). — John trans woman. — Ezma




There is no fate but what we make for ourselves. The Nib’s Inkwell members tell us
where they see themselves two decades from now. The future has not been written,
but we asked Jamie Noguchi to illustrate it.

Running a local boutique insect store
specializing in cricket protein balls. — Sarah

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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CONTRIBUTORS

Trinidad Escobar is an Ignatz-nominated cartoonist
from the Bay Area, California. She is the author of
Arrive in My Hands, a collection of queer, erotic
poem-comics published by Black Josei Press.

Her forthcoming graphic novel, Of Sea and Venom,
will be published by Farrar, Straus and Giroux in 2026.

~] Dan Nott is a cartoonist and comics educator.

1 His first nonfiction graphic novel, Hidden Systems,

Y explores the histories and implications of different
infrastructures—the internet, electric grid, and water
systems. He’s planning on riding out the future in a
small village at the junction of two rivers in Vermont.

polterink is a freelance illustrator and comic artist
haunting the city of Graz, Austria. You can usually
find her somewhere in the corner, scribbling in
one of her sketchbooks. In her art she likes to focus
on feminist and LGBTQIA+ issues, but always with
a tinge of weirdness. Currently she’s working on a
very queer graphic novel with a monster twist as well
as a comic about her experiences with depression.

Maria Stoian is a Romanian-Canadian comics
artist living in Scotland. She is the author
of Take It As a Compliment and co-creator of
The Illustrated Freelancers’ Guide with writer
Heather Parry. By the time she is 80 she aspires to
“ have a collection of 100 ceramic dogs.
Gaia WXYZ is a Black, non-binary §
cartoonist based in Oakland, /
California. They appear in the LGBTQ+
comics documentary No Straight Lines, ;
and in 2022 their comic The Tale of Daisy @s(
was on display in bus shelters in .
San Francisco. Their plan for the future
is to produce and publish their long-

awaited, eagerly anticipated sci-fi comic
series SupaClusta. z

)
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In this issue:
Prospective progress,

approaching calamities,

and fated futures.

No Al here—more than

30 human cartoonists
draw about Luddites,
extinction, space colonies,

and Afrofuturism!

14.950S $19.95CAN
32>
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