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That summer, during Australia’s worst bushfire 
season on record, I wore a mask for the first 
time and witnessed apocalyptic red sunsets; 
helicopters dropping enormous loads of water on 
bushland; men, reunited after their town burnt 
to the ground, sobbing in a McDonald’s car park; 
volunteer firefighters in fluorescent yellow jackets 
coated black and grey with ash piling out of a 
fire engine in a deserted country town at dawn; 
and dead birds littering the ground everywhere. 
Everywhere. The fires burnt 72,000 square miles, 
—that’s like the entirety of Washington State and 
then some—and it’s believed 3 billion animals 
perished. It felt like the world was ending, and 
then three months later, COVID-19 hit.

Yet even with the pandemic grinding industries 
across the globe to a halt, 2020 saw record levels 
of CO2 in the Earth’s atmosphere. 2020 tied with 
2016 as the hottest year on record, and it was a 
La Niña year, so it should have been cooler. 
Instead, it was 100 degrees Fahrenheit in Siberia.

In his State of the Planet speech in December 
last year, United Nations Secretary General 
António Guterres said, COVID and climate have 
brought us to a threshold.

“Now is the time to transform humankind’s 
relationship with the natural world—and with 
each other. And we must do so together. 
Solidarity is humanity. Solidarity is survival.”

In Issue #10 of The Nib magazine we’re bringing 
you stories from the human intersection with the 
natural world: Sarah Glidden on invasive species 
in North America, Kay Sohini on environmental 
racism, Rosa Colón on coastal erosion in 
Puerto Rico, Iona Fox on rabid woodchucks in 
Vermont, Melanie Gillman on the humble pawpaw, 
Levi Hastings on the worldwide jellyfish epidemic, 
Madeleine Jubilee Saito and Whitney Bauk with 
dirty poetry, and much more.

The latest Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change report was described as a code 
red for Earth, but scientists do say catastrophe 
can be avoided if our planet’s leaders act fast 
and reduce emissions quickly. Let’s hope for 
nature’s sake we do.

Eleri Harris
Features Editor
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Each issue we ask four cartoonists one question. 
For this Response we wanted to hear from people 
who have lived through an extreme weather disaster 
(which are increasing in frequency).

EARTH! 
WIND! FIRE! 

WATER! 
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The Nib Bureau 
of Statistics 
Guts, parks, plastics, and mass extinction. 

Illustrated By Kristel Bugayong
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The Nib 
Interview

Krystal Two Bulls is an Oglala Lakota 
and Northern Cheyenne activist. 
As director of the LANDBACK Campaign, 
she is a leader in the struggle to reclaim 
Indigenous territory. Interview by 
S.I. Rosenbaum, illustrated by Arigon Starr.
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Clear Cut
The decimation of our forests, 
and nature in general, started 
entering the broader national 
psyche during the last quarter 
of the 19th century. The writings 
of John Muir, the establishment 
of the Bureau of Forestry, and 
the removal of federal forest 
land from commercial 
exploitation showed that 
there was growing concern 
about protecting the nation’s 
woodlands. The Sierra 
Club was founded in 1892, 
one of the first nonprofit 
environmental organizations 
created in response to the 
devastation of forests and 
other natural resources for 
the supposed benefit of 
the economy.

Even with establishment 
of the National Park 
System and other 
early-20th-century 

forest-friendly efforts, the 
effectiveness of long-term land 
management of forests was 
not a given, an issue front and 
center on certain cartoonists’ 
drawing boards. Jay “Ding” 
Darling, a lifelong Republican, 
drew a number of environmental 
cartoons over his 40-year career 
that started in 1906. 

He continuously warned about 
the destruction of our natural 
resources, and with the support 
of President Franklin Roosevelt, 
Darling established the National 
Wildlife Federation in 1936. 

Frank King, whose “Gasoline 
Alley” was one of the most 
popular comic strips in the 
United States, showed his 
protagonist Walt Wallet taking 
his son Skeezix on yearly jaunts 
into the wild to extol both 
nature’s beauty and fragility, 
making it all too clear that once 
forests are gone, they are not 
coming back.

With cataclysmic wildfires 
across the globe consuming 
hundreds of thousands of acres 
yearly, coupled with human 
deforestation occurring in the 
Amazon and other locations, 
forests are in a more precarious 
position than ever, something 
cartoonists have been warning us 
about for over 130 years.

Warren Bernard
is an author/lecturer in the 
history of editorial-political 
cartoons and the executive 
director of the Small Press Expo.

 Jay “Ding” Darling
“Yesterday’s Paradise — Tomorrow’s Black Desolation,” 
 Our Great Out-of-Doors  (1947)
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© Okefenokee Glee & Perloo, Inc. Used by permission. Contact: permissions@pogocomics.com.Walt Kelly “Pogo,” 
Top: The Washington Post (July 21, 1971) 
Bottom: The Washington Post (September 4, 1971)

 Joseph Keppler “Preserve Your Forests From Destruction, and Protect Your Country From Floods and Drought,” Puck (January 9, 1884)
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 FRANK KING
“Gasoline Alley,” 
 Chicago Tribune (August 7, 1927)
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A 250-page 
anthology of 
queer comics 
from The Nib 
showcasing 

our best history, 
memoir, and 
satire from 

LGBTQ artists.

Featuring:
Hazel Newlevant
Matt Lubchansky

Maia Kobabe
Shing Yin Khor

Joey Alison Sayers
Breena Nuñez
Kazimir Lee

And many, many more!

Order online at thenib.com/books

2020 

IGNATZ AWARD WINNER

OUtSTaNDING ANtHOLOGy
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If getting lost in a mountain of comics, books, and magazines 

is your natural state of being, it’s time to answer the call of the wild.  

Visit our online bookstore for back issues of The Nib magazine 

and stacks of nonfiction comics and graphic novels 

curated by our editors at thenib.com/books.

BY Rosa COLoN
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Letters to
the Editor

What’s Your 
Favorite Spot

in Nature?
Ah, the great outdoors! We asked The Nib’s Inkwell members
to tell us their favorite spot to get outside and touch some grass. 
Beautifully illustrated by Linette Moore.
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CONTRIBUTORS

Alexandra Beguez is a Cuban-American illustrator 
and cartoonist based in New Jersey. Her work explores 
the themes of overcoming hardship and unconventional 
relationships. Her family’s immigrant history also informs 
much of her work. Her favorite natural satellite is Saturn’s 
moon Titan, the only known moon to have a dense 
atmosphere and stable bodies of surface liquid.

Rosa Colón Guerra has been self-publishing comics with 
her friend Carla Rodríguez for over ten years as Soda Pop 
Comics. She’s been published in The Nib, The Believer, 
The Lily, and the Eisner-winning Puerto Rico Strong 
anthology from Lion Forge as well as the Ignatz winner 
Be Gay, Do Comics! If you ask nicely, she’ll explain the 
difference between a maga flower and an amapola. 

Peter Kuper was born on planet Earth 
between the first and second millennia. 
Peter (from the ancient Greek meaning 
“rock”) lives in an asphalt jungle on the 
island of Manhattan. 

Kay Sohini is a comics maker based in 
New York and is currently drawing her 
doctoral dissertation Drawing Unbelonging, 
a graphic narrative. She has 6,489 photos 
of sunsets on her camera roll but she can 
stop at any point.

Arigon Starr is an enrolled member 
of the Kickapoo Tribe of Oklahoma 
and an artist, writer, actor, and 
musician. Arigon is based in 
Los Angeles, California, and lives 
to have her toes dug into the sand, 
listening to the ocean.
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The Nib is an independent comics publication supported entirely 
by our readers. When you join our membership program, The Inkwell, 

you will be directly funding a space for nonfiction and political cartoons 
to thrive. Members receive this beautiful print magazine, exclusive offers 
on Nib swag and books, and that feeling that comes from supporting the 

media you want to see in the world. Just listen to these fine people!
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Kat Hollingsworth
Jette Canada
Scott M. Burns
Dean Costello
Marlene Cannova
Andy Warner’s parents
Marty Chodorek
Anne Fleming
Alison Berry
Therry Neilsen-Steinhardt
Joseph Wyman
Kate Myers
Josh “No Relation to Brett” Kavanaugh
Carole Lombard
Charles Randall
David B. Jones
Dan Pinkel
Daniel Cousineau
Cam Cowan
Jennifer Konikowski
Jason Robbins (he/him), Architect

Our daily newsletter and 
print magazine are all sustained 
through thousands of members 
who sign up to The Inkwell. 
The following list are those 
who go above and beyond, 
giving at the highest monthly 
level. Join them at 
thenib.com/membership.
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In this  issue:

From the smallest microorganism to the highest 

mountain, we went outside to explore our natural world 

and report on the beauty, power, and majesty of nature.

Featuring over 30 tree-hugging cartoonists!




